
With his well-known curiosity and creative 
energy, Philippe Guillerm embarked on an 
inspired and inspiring sculptural work - a 
majestic, powerful working horse. Philippe 
worked tirelessly to design and create "Will 
Power," a one-of-a-kind piece of art standing 
11 feet tall and made of 1,200 pounds of 
composite materials including concrete, 
fiberglass, and foam. 
The use of diverse materials together is 
often referred to as "composite 
construction."  

The aircraft industry, for example, builds winglets, flaps, elevator plans and other 
high-tech pieces out of carbon and kevlar fibers along with polyester or epoxy 
resins, combining the best properties of quite different, but compatible materials. 
For years, Philippe has been developing his knowledge and skills to take 
advantage of these techniques; "Once I found out about some of the modern 
polymeric materials and foams, it opened up a whole new world  for me. Ever 
since that moment, I have been experimenting, mixing, and combining materials, 
eventually coming up with some practical, yet noble, ways to bring up my 
creations." 
Freed from technical constraints, the artist can dedicate himself to the artistic 
quality of his work. With "Will Power," Philippe deliberately depicts a "Shire" 
draught horse. Shires are the tallest, most powerful horses known to have ever 
existed, standing as high as 6' 5" (almost 20 'hands') and weighing up to 2,000 
lbs! Braced up and ready, "Will Power" gives the feeling that he has just built 
enormous energy and momentum as he's now about to pull a considerably heavy 
load. Yet, he does so without ever losing his elegance and natural grace. 
A timeless piece, "Will Power" stands for those we can rely on, those who do not 
take no for an answer, those who can run the distance without ever giving up. 
If Rudyard Kipling had dedicated his wonderful poem "If," to a horse, it'd be to 
"Will Power." 


